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TEACHER IMMERSION PROGRAM
SUMMER 2009
           ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL) STRAND
Maximizing Learning for English Language Learners (ELL)
Description: This section is designed for teachers seeking to develop basic knowledge and skills to work with ESOL students.  It provides prospective teachers with initial information needed and presents various pedagogical options to increase students’ language proficiency and academic learning.  The targeted themes include a) theoretical foundations overview and the nature of first and second language acquisition; b) basic teaching strategies and instructional practices appropriate for ELLS; c) the impact of district standards in teaching and assessments practices used with ESOL students; and d)  basic instructional materials available for ESOL.  Emphasis will be given to creating an effective learning environment while targeting content areas across multilevels of instruction leading to increasing language proficiency and academic performance of ESOL students.
ESOL Strand Class Meetings

	Dates
	Reed Hall
	Topics


	6/15
	8:30-12:00
	Intro


	6/16
	8:30-12:00
	Learning Contexts, Program Models, and Mainstream Classrooms


	6/17
	8:30-12:00
	Essential Language Principles and Practices 


	6/18
	8:30-12:00
	Performance and Strategies


	6/19
	8:30-12:00
	Final Case Presentations


Class Management System:  http://elearning.fgcu.edu
Please refer to the class “angel” management system regularly in order to get the most recent information related to the ESOL strand including changes in agenda, readings, or special communications.
Objectives
1.  To enhance participants' knowledge of the basic principles of language learning and second language acquisition theories in order to facilitate learning of ESOL students within the context of the regular classroom.

2. To improve participants' ability to develop differentiated lessons and apply ESOL strategies for assisting diverse students in developing academic competency and language proficiency. 

3. To research and evaluate appropriate curriculum and instructional materials for ESOL students in the content areas across different levels of instruction.

4. To provide participants with the opportunity to work collaboratively on the development and presentation of a teaching activity and lesson that can be adapted to different levels of language proficiency and diverse learner needs.

Grading Criteria: Participation and satisfactory completion of the assignments, readings, and final project is expected.  Regular attendance is also expected.  

Instructor
Dr. Elia Vázquez-Montilla

College of Education, AB3-276

(239) 590-7804

evazquez@fgcu.edu
Office Hours

Tuesdays 2:00-5:00pm or by appointment
I am available for individual or group consultation as needed.  

Be sure to call and make an appointment.

                                       Tentative Schedule

	Date


	Focus Questions

	June 15
Thinking Differently about ESOL Students
	· How can we begin the process of thinking differently about teaching diverse students?

· What are the essential principles and expectations guiding classroom instruction?



	June 16
Features of Quality Education

ESOL Instructional Models of Teaching

Learning Contexts and Instruction in Mainstream Classrooms


	· Which are the major features of effective educational tools? 

· What is the difference among an approach, a method and a technique?

· What are basic lesson modification principles that help ESOL students learn content?
· How can we use the principles of language learning to facilitate learning of English by ELL students in the mainstream classrooms?



	June 17
Principles and Practices of Second Language Teaching

Proficiency, Bilingualism, and Academic Performance
	· How can the language acquisition research be used to provide scaffolding for students to be successful in the classrooms?

· What is language proficiency? bilingualism?

· How are the language proficiency levels defined?

· How can teachers use the language proficiency indicators to facilitate observation and assessment of students’ language progress and academic performance?



	June 18
Ensuring Success in All Classrooms: Strategies that Work!!


	· What teaching strategies work effectively with ELLs?

	June 19
Case Study Presentations
Group Insights: Teaching Activities and Experiences 
	· How can we develop and articulate a clear position of how to best address the linguistic and learning needs of ELL students?
· How can we create teaching experiences that promote content learning, increases language proficiency, and supports academic performance?



Requirements and Rubrics

1. Learning in this course will come through research, preparation for class discussions, readings, feedback, reflection, collaboration, projects, and presentations.  

2.  I hold high expectations for performance from all students.  Prospective teachers are expected to be highly motivated, inquisitive, and prepared to engage in constructive dialogue and reflection of issues discussed.  I assume that students enrolled in the TIP program are serious about the teaching profession, thus willing to engage in constructive learning.  

3. Students are expected to complete the assigned readings and activities in a timely fashion and participate in electronic class discussions as well.  Course readings and assignments will be stated for each one of the class topics as needed. You should read and gather information before class discussions. Readings will be assigned from different sources including texts, articles, scanned information, and web based information. You will be advised of resources put on reserve at the library. 

4.  Attendance to all scheduled classes is also expected. Students are expected to arrive on time, attend the full class, and participate in all meetings.  Tardiness and/or absences will have an impact on your final evaluation for this component.  
5. Case Study/Group Activity Each group is responsible for researching, creating, and presenting a complete analysis supporting content learning, language proficiency, and academic performance for ESOL students.  The analysis needs to reflect best practices for working with diverse learners and can make use of personal experiences, observed teaching practices, researched information, and/or class materials. The final plan of action should include methods, strategies, and materials appropriate for second language learners and will demonstrate the adaptation of materials for linguistic compatibility and the application of linguistic knowledge. A final group paper needs to be turned in by no later than June 22 AM.  Please consider the following components for this project (you can add others) -

· second language learner profile
· LEP students language needs (social and academic); literacy issues
· 2nd language development and its relationship to academic performance

· learning contexts for ESOL students

· ESOL, language learning, and academic performance

· effective strategies to scaffold instruction and language learning principles 
· teaching implications and guiding principles as related to ESOL instruction

·    expectations for learning and success (teachers and students perspectives)
	ESOL CASE STUDY: Group Activity and Presentation Rubric

	 Points

	Case Framework: Diversity Profile and the ESOL student
· Who is the 2nd language learner and the ESOL student 
· How can we frame the situation to address important educational issues related to ESOL 
· What is the problem or discrepancy
· What facts do we know abut the student, school, family and community

· What underlying assumptions/values/beliefs do individuals involved hold individually and in common
· Impact on students, school, community, personal life, professional development


	4

	Relationship between language learning and teaching established
· Theoretical foundations of 2nd language learning, bilingualism, and proficiency

· Learner’s language development and its relationship to academic performance 

· ESOL students and content learning


	3

	A Plan of Action: Learning contexts for ESOL students

· Effective strategies to scaffold instruction

· Evaluation of instructional material and curriculum

· Best teaching practice(s) for working with diverse learners and relationship to the language learning principles including interaction, comprehensibility, higher order thinking skills, and connections with 
content, interests, and culture
· Consideration to differences in content, learning styles, expectations for success and performance

	4

	Teaching Implications 

· Teacher's guiding principles as related to ESOL methodology and instruction

	3

	Quality of Oral Presentation
· Complete background information and position is provided. 
· Ideas presented demonstrate understanding of the ESOL related content.
· Position on best practices is clearly established.

	3

	Group Paper Presentation
· Complete background information and position is provided.
· Reviews and summarizes the information.
· Application to classroom situations is clearly demonstrated.
· Discusses possible plan to support different proficiency levels and diverse learners’ needs.
· Discussion is well organized and sequenced. 

· Sources and references such as articles, readings, and class related materials are included.


	3

	Overall Class Participation (including attendance)
 
	2

	 Total Points


	22
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